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i APPR' IT IS PROBABLY TRUE TBAT JHICH TRI QUARCG AND OTHER RJIDDHIST LEADERS ARE UPSET OVER

B CRITICISMS OF THEIR DISPUTE AS CONTATNED IN FUSLISFED PRESS STATEMENTS FROM

. AMERICAN OFFICIALS. CONCERNING THICH TRI QUANG'S PEFEFENCES TO AMBASSADOR NOLTING'S
___ %" INTERVIEW, .SEE COMMENT, PARA. 2B. .THE REMATNIER OF THE ‘REPORT IS PROBABLY TRUE.

B . EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>2]

4 7' THIS REPORTEAS ZEEN CLEARED WITH AMBASSADOR FRELERICK. E. NOLTING, JR."

A uJMMARi. THICH TRI QUANZ, CHIEY OF 9% CEINPAL VIETYAM SECTION OF THE

| CEYERAL ASSCCIATION OF VIETIAMESS “U‘DEL"S‘ "5, PROTECTRY ON 30 JULY 1963 TEE PUBLISHED

| STATEMENTS OF VARICUS AMERICANE, AND ACCERYLD THAT U FIUDEIST DISPUTE WAS RELIGIOUS,

i " NOT POLITIGAL. - HE INDICATED THAT TURSEER SELF.-SACRISTIES WERE PRODABLE SINCE THE
GOVERMMENT FAD NOT GEASED T9S FRRSFCUCICG OF WD PUDOHISTS.  HE FURTHER -IMPLIED THAT

“HE WAS THF APIECR OF DUDDIIST MATERIAL TEAPING TiF NAME OF ‘THICH TINE FHTET,

i R . ) . .. Ny L
2|7 PRESIIEWD OF TR (ENERAL ASSOCTACTON OF VIRINAMWSE MIIDETSTS.
4 2. THICH TRI-GUANG MATE THE . FOLLOWING CTACTMENIS: ‘7*;'..;‘.7
i h
i A, HE IS THORGUGHLY DZ'SSA.LI SRRV BRAIA G 1 ':'NOR OF {STATEMENTS AND PRESS }
} RELEATES PY VARIGUC AMERICAN OFFICIALG ANMU CROANIZATIONG, :
) ; CLASSIFICATION — DISSEMINATION CONTROLS . ' Y N INOUP | C
= TR . co - o & ;
’:‘.'n : . > o
¢ [stavezinm Jora [armvsacsi] navy | ain [ scs [secoer]| nsa | wic | ato Jusia] oct | one T oce ] oan'l ost [ oo |#£%

; [statesoig]

IS YY B INFORMATION REPORT RAM |
i — L B0 k2958 3.4 (b) (1) >25Yrs
3 APPROVED FOR RELEASE JFK LIBRARY . ey .

= DATE: NOV 2002 MANDATORY REVIEW ’ _

i - CASE # NLK-_97-21 :

~1 %M 1Kb 0BSQLETE PREVIOUS EDITIONS. DOCUMENT #___L (15-20)

SR




) )
EOC 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs ‘

?

‘ (c) : : |
A ___ CLASSIFICATION — DISSEMINATION CONTROLS \ EEEEDNNT mw«m»
o (WHEN FILLED IN) o L —— — ) - —— PAGE L, =
MENTIONING SPECIFICALLY A RELEASE IN THE TIMES OF VIE”VAM WHICH o f
STATED THAT THE BUDDHISI STRUGGLE HAD BECOME POLITICAL IN NATURE —J
HE ASSERTED THAT HE HAD TRIED TO KEEP THE DISPUTE ON ‘A PURELY
EC 12958°3.4%57 19>y
RELIGIOUS BASIS : COMMENT THE TIMES _OF VIETNAM )
PUBLISHED ON 25 JULY A UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL (UPI) ARTICLE

QUOTING U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFF ICIALS AS STATING THAT THE
BUDDHIST RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE WAS IN FACT A POLITICAL FIGHT. INITIATED S
BY THE ENEMIES OF THE DIEM REGIME.) HE RECOGNIZES THAT MOST - e R
AMER | CANS MISUNDERSTAND THE TRUTH ABOUT SOUTH VIETMAM AND S 15‘*iifL‘
ESPECIALLY ABOUT THE BUDDHIST DISPUTE; THEY ARE ONLY FAMILIAR = - “t--r
WITH THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE OF THE COUNTRY. HE CONCLUDED BY
STATING THAT PERHAPS THE AMERICANS "HAVE OTHER INTENTIONS IN | |
REGARD TO SOUTH VIETNAM" BUT DID NOT CLARIFY THIS REMARK ‘;Tt fff? S
TB. MANY BUDDHISTS HAVE COMPLAINED ABOUT THE STATEMENTS OF o
u.s. AMBASSADOR FREDERICK E, NOLTING}?O A UPI CORRESPONDENT, WHICH
ASSERTED THAT THE BUDDHIST DISPUTE WAS POL ITICAL RATHER THAN

. RELIGIOUS IN NATURE. HE TOOK EXCEPTION TO AMBASSADOR NOLTING'S

a4

| STATEMENT THAT HE HAD SEEN NO EVIDENCE OF RELiGioUs PERSECUTION'IN® 7
, " o L . .. EO 12958 3.4'(b) (1]}25

VIETNAM, "HIS MAIN OBJECTION TO THE INTERYIEW WAS THAT IT () B

"WAS SIMILAR TO THE STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT DIEM AND FOLLOWED THE B

" LATTER ALMOST"TMMEDIATELY _HE ASSERTED . THAT'THE"AMBASSADOR}S”“'_“A. PR

:' 4 . I e 57

+ |- STATEMENT WAS' COMPLETELY CONTRARY TO THE FACTS. COMMENT R I I
“ | - THE-28 \JULY. ISSUE OF IHE TIMES OF VIETNAM,QUOTED AMBASSADOR*"”"’“’.~ L
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NOLTING AS STATING THAT HE HAD NEVER SEEN ANY EVIDENCE OF RELIGIOUS
PERSECUTION IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND THAT, ON THE CONTRARY, THERE

APPEARED TO BE A GREAT DEAL OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE AMONG THE PEOPLE.

THE AMBASSADOR WAS FURTHER REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT THE

BUDDHIST CRISIS HAD TENDED TO OBSCURE THE GOVERNMENT'S ACHIEVEMENTS
IN I TS WAR AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS. THE INTERVIEW CONTAINED NO
STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE BUDDHIST DISPUTE WAS POLITICAL IN
NATORE. PRESIDENT DIEM'S INTERVIEW WITH OPI WAS PUBLISHED IN THE
29 JULY ISSUE OF THE TIMES OF VIETNAM),

C. BUDDHISTS IN CENTRAL VIETNAM HAD BEEN ADVISED TO LISTEN
TO THE VOICE OF AMERICA (VOA) BECAUSE OF THE IMPARTIALITY OF VOA

BROADCASTS; THESE INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE CHANGED, HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF

THE STATEMENTS OF VARIOUS AMERICAN OFFICIALS.

D. DESPITE INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED TO BUDDHISTS IN 17 PROVINCES
OF CENTRAL VIETNAM THAT ONLY MEMORIAL SERVICES WOULD BE HELD FOR
QUANG DUC ON 3@ JULY, DEMONSTRATIOMS WERE ORGANIZED IN HUE, NHA
TRANG, AND DALAT, WITH THE LARGEST IN HUE, [N ADDITION, MOST OF
THE SHOPS REMAINED CLOSED.

.E. HE REITERATED STATEMENTS MADE ON EARLIER OCCASIONS THAT
THE BONZES AND NUNS WOULD CONTINUE THE FIGHT; IF THE GOVERNMENT
DESIRES HARMONY WITH THE BUDDHISTS, |T MUST PROVIDE SOME EVIDENCE
OF ITS SINCERITY. IN RESPONSE TO A COMMENT THAT THE CRISIS MAY
HAVE REACHED ITS PEAK, HE SAID THAT THIS WAS UNTRUE, AND THAT
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THE DISPUTE HAD IN FACT BECOME MORE SER'IOUS, WITH INCREASED USE
OF TERRORISM BY THE GOVERNMENT. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IT WAS
OTHERS "IN THE GOVERNMENT RA'THER THAN THE PRESIDENT \/le WERE CON-
TINUING THE PERSECUTION OF THE BUDDHISTS THERE WILL BE ADDITIONAL

SELF- SACRIFICES ALTHOUGH THE INTERSECT COMMITTEE FOR THE L.,FENSE
OF BUDDHISM HAS NOT SANCTIONED ANY. FIVE PERSONS HAVE VOLUNTEERED
IN WRITING, TWO NUNS, TWO MONKS AND A BUDDHIST LAYMAN, WHO WAS ONE
OF THE WOUNDED WAR VETERANS WHO DEMONSTTR’ATED AT XA LOI PAGODA
ON 23 JuLY, THESE PEOPLE ARE DETERMINED TO SACRIFICE THEMSELVES.
OTHERS ARE ALSO READY, BUT THEY HAVE NOT INDICATED THEIR WILL INGNESS
TN WRITING. FURTHER GOVERNMENT TERRORISM COULD INFLUENCE THE
INTERSECT COMMITTEE TO AUTHORIZE THE REQUEST SELF-SACRIFICES.
F. A 3@ JULY PROCLAMATION AND A 3@ JULY LETTER, BOTH BEARING
PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION CF V]ET‘IAME‘SE BUDDHISTS,
THE SIGNATURE  OF quicy 7INH KHIET/AND EXPRESSING THE BUDDHIST
INTENT TO CONTINUE THEIR RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE UNT L FULL REALIZATION
OF THEIR DEMANDS WAS ACHIEVED, WERE ACTUALLY PREPARED BY QUANG.
KHIET HAS REMAINED IN XA LOI PAGODA SINCE 12 JUNE, CONTRARY TO
GENERAL BELIEF.
3. FIELD DISSEM. STATE ARMY NAVY AIR USMACY MAAG AID U3IA
2ND AIR DIV 9TH FLD STA CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC "ACAF .
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